
Design Your Future: Become a Certified Interior Designer!

WHY SHOULD I BECOME A "CERTIFIED INTERIOR DESIGNER"? 

• Legally recognized title: It is the only legally recognized title for interior designers in California. 

• Proven qualifications: Only Certified Interior Designers have demonstrated their education and experience and 
have passed the California specific IDEX® Exam. 

• Code of Ethics and Conduct: Every Certified Interior Designer must sign and abide by the CCIDC Code of 
Ethics, ensuring professionalism and ethical standards. 

• Commitment to practice: Certification demonstrates a commitment to professional practice and excellence. 

• Risk reduction: Greater knowledge of building codes and regulations reduces legal liability. 

• Client trust: Increased confidence from clients in your expertise and abilities. 

 
WHAT IS CERTIFICATION FOR INTERIOR DESIGNERS? 

• Certified Interior Designer: It is the only legally recognized and protected title for interior designers in California. 

• Historical Background: In 1990, the California legislature passed Section 5800 of the Business & Professions 
Code, establishing the title “Certified Interior Designer.” 

• CCIDC’s Role: The California Council for Interior Design Certification (CCIDC) is the authority that certifies 
interior designers in California. 

 
WHAT IS A CERTIFIED INTERIOR DESIGNER (CID)? 

A Certified Interior Designer is a competent design professional authorized to prepare and submit non-structural, non-
seismic construction documents and specifications to local building departments for plan checks. 

Certified Interior Designers are required to demonstrate proficiency in the California Building Code, including expertise 
in space planning, life safety, flammability, and disabled access code compliance. 

 
WHAT ARE THE REQUIRED QUALIFICATIONS TO BECOME A CERTIFIED INTERIOR DESIGNER? 

To become a Certified Interior Designer, candidates must meet one of the following education and experience criteria: 

• Option A: 80+ Semester Core Units (120+ Quarter Units) from an accredited design program and 2 years of 
diversified design experience. 

• Option B: 60–79 Semester Core Units (90+ Quarter Units) from an accredited design program and 3 years of 
diversified design experience. 

• Option C: 40–59 Semester Core Units (60+ Quarter Units) from an accredited design program and 4 years of 
diversified design experience. 

• Option D: 8 years of diversified design experience or a combination of education and experience. 

Once the qualifications are met, candidates must pass the IDEX® California examination, which assesses knowledge of 
the California Building Code, laws, and regulations. 

 
WHAT IS AN ACCREDITED INTERIOR DESIGN PROGRAM? 

CCIDC accepts programs accredited by any agency recognized by the U.S. Department of Education. These programs 
meet the educational standards required for certification. 

 
WHAT IS THE “IDEX® CALIFORNIA” EXAMINATION? 

The IDEX® California is a specialized examination that tests candidates on the California Building Code (CBC), Title 
24, as well as ethics, business practices, and design standards relevant to California. 



WHY IS THE IDEX® CALIFORNIA REQUIRED, AND NOT A NATIONAL EXAMINATION? 
National exams do not focus on the California Building Code or Title 24, which are essential for ensuring public safety 
in California. Certification through IDEX® California aligns with local regulations and ensures proficiency in state-specific 
codes. 

 
WHAT ARE THE MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS TO TAKE THE IDEX® CALIFORNIA EXAMINATION? 

Candidates must meet one of the following criteria: 

• Education: A minimum of 2 years in an interior design certificate program or 40 semester units (60 quarter units) 
in core interior design subjects. 

• Experience: At least 5 years of diversified design experience based on 36 hours per week or 9,000 hours. 

 
HOW DO I APPLY FOR THE IDEX® CALIFORNIA EXAMINATION? 

Start by applying for certification with CCIDC. Once your education and work experience are verified, you can register for 
the IDEX® California examination as part of the certification application. 

 
HOW IS THE IDEX® CALIFORNIA EXAMINATION ADMINISTERED? 

The IDEX® California exam is an online examination available at proctored testing locations across California and other 
states, with an option for live remote proctoring at home. 

The exam is offered twice a year—Spring (May) and Fall (October). Candidates can select their testing location, date, 
and time during the registration process. 

 
HOW LONG IS THE EXAM? 

The exam consists of 150 multiple-choice questions. Candidates have 3 hours to complete it. The examination covers 
the California Building Code, life safety regulations, and more. 

 
WHERE CAN I FIND MORE INFORMATION ABOUT THE IDEX® CALIFORNIA EXAMINATION? 

Visit the CCIDC website, where you can find: 

• Official study guides 

• Application details 

• Information about third-party study materials and prep courses 

 
WHO MAY USE THE TITLE "CERTIFIED INTERIOR DESIGNER or CID"? 

Only those who have met the education, experience, and examination requirements, and have been certified by CCIDC, 
may use the title “Certified Interior Designer or CID.” It is an unfair business practice for anyone else to use the title or 
any title including Certified, Registered or Licensed. 

 
HOW IS A CERTIFIED INTERIOR DESIGNER IDENTIFIED? 

Certified Interior Designers must affix a stamp and wet signature to all design documents submitted for review. These 
documents must clearly state that they are interior design documents, not architectural or engineering documents. 

 


